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Papa New Guinea: Product Safety Profile 

 

 

Principal website: 

Legislative framework 

The legislative framework in Papua New Guinea is established under the Independent Consumer and 

Competition Commission Act 2002 (the Act). The Act gives the power to the Independent Consumer 

and Competition Commission (the Commission) to impose interim and permanent bans and order 

compulsory recalls. The Minister may declare consumer product safety and information standards 

and it is the Commission’s role to ensure compliance.  

Web reference: http://www.paclii.org/pg/legis/consol_act/icacca2002483 

How are the rules for product requirements set? 

In Papua New Guinea, consumer product and safety standards are set in collaboration with the 

National Institute of Standards and Industrial Technology (NISIT) or by any prescribed association or 

body. NISIT is a national statutory body responsible for spearheading standardisation in Papua New 

Guinea. Most of the standards have been adopted from other international standards. Their standards 

can be voluntary or mandatory.  

In relation to interim and permanent bans the Commission develops these with the assistance of the 

Australian Competition and Consumer Commission.  

Web reference: http://www.iccc.gov/pg/index.php/consumer-service 

How are goods prohibited from sale for safety reasons? 

The Commission may impose a ban through an Unsafe Goods Notice in the National Gazette. A ban 

can be an interim, which lasts for 18 months, after which it may become a permanent ban, or the 

Minister may declare a standard after consultation with the Commission.  

Web reference: http://www.iccc.gov/pg/index.php/consumer-service 

Are there notification requirements? 

There are two mandatory notification requirements. One is for a supplier who has supplied recalled 

goods to another person outside Papua New Guinea to notify the Commission within 10 days. The 

second is where a person voluntarily takes action to recall goods because the goods will or may cause 

injury to any person. That person shall within two days after taking that action notify the Commission 

in writing. There is provision for a conference in respect of interim bans and recalls.  

Web reference: http://www.iccc.gov/pg/index.php/consumer-service 
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Are there likely to be any changes to regulatory arrangements? 

One of the priorities of the Government of Papua New Guinea is the review of the Act. Any 

proposed changes to the product safety provisions should be known by the middle of 2014. 


